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Notes, Short Comments, and Answers
to Correspondents.

A RIDICULOUS "ADVICE BUREAU."

WE received recently many letters concerning the comic and insulting
scheme of a paper called Answers for increasing its circulation

by exploiting the medical, legal, and veterinary professions. The
scheme is dead and a more discreditable one. as well as a more silly
one, was never set in motion by any section of the press. The idea
was simple enough and if it had succeeded would, so far as the
medical profession is concerned, have resulted in a certain number
of medical men robbing themselves and their colleagues for the
benefit of the proprietors of Answers. Every annual subscriber to
Answers was, in return for 9s., to receive a book of coupons,
on presentation of each of which he was entitled to see a selected
lawyer, medical man, dentist, or veterinary surgeon once gratuitously.
That was where the subscriber to Answers came in ; Answers came
in to the extent of 9s. or some proportion of 9s. ; the medical man
came in because the introduction to such patients was supposed to
be of pecuniary value, although they were to pay no money. Of

course, the scheme failed but as far as medical men were concerned
it did not fail because there was no money in it-it failed because
members of an honourable profession could not become the secret
nominees of a paper ; they could not have their merits touted among
the public at the expense of their colleagues.
As we feel sure that the same proper spirit must prevail among our

legal and veterinary brethren as among medical men we hesitate
to believe the statements made by the editor of Answers in
issues of that paper dated March 3rd and March 10th. On
March 3rd the editor of Answers says: "All who have sent

along the 9s. subscription have received the voucher-books,
and many hundreds have already taken counsel and advice of
the solicitors and doctors in all parts of the kingdom." On
March 10th the editor of Answers, speaking of " my Advice Bureau"
and "what you get for 4s. 9d.," says, "my chief medical and legal
advisers are still engaged in appointing professional representatives
throughout the kingdom." By March 12th, at any rate, the scheme
was a confessed failure owing (we are quoting a letter from the editor
of Answers) to " the antagonism of a certain section of the legal and
medical professions." We cannot reconcile the editorial statements,
while the inability of some journalists to understand the responsi-
bilities of the medical profession towards the public was never better
illustrated.than by this egregious scheme.

POINTS IN INCOME TAX ASSESSMENT.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,&mdash;I made a return of income for 1905-06 based on an average of

three years ending Dec. 31st, 1904. This is in accordance with the re-
quirements of the Inland Revenue authorities. When the demand note
is sent me in January, 1906, they have added to the tax on my own
return a demand for 10s. as tax on ;E1O supposed to have been received
for the post of medical officer on the post-office. This post was only
given me in August, 1904, and by Dec. 31st, 1904 (the time to which the
average of return is made), I had only received 18s. 9d. for part of a
quarter. I refuse to pay. The income-tax authorities have no power
to levy tax on an average supposed to represent the income for the
forthcoming year and then add to that any specific receipts in advance
which they may choose. I am not liable to tax until the income has
been received. I might have died before the income was received
There is a further point. They demand tax of 5 per cent. on the full

receipts (or estimated receipts) under Schedule E. Whereas I point
out to the surveyor these contract fees cannot come under Schedule E
but under Schedule D, for large deductions have to be made for ordi-
nary working expenses-drugs, dressings, travelling expenses-and the
other deductions properly made for medical practice are allowable.
Attempts have been made on me from time to time to include income

from Poor-law and club appointments under Schedule E instead of
Schedule D, so as to levy tax without deductions for expenses, but I
have always resisted them successfully.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
March 5th, 1906. PHILIPPIDES.

*** The Income-Tax Adjustment Agency, 9-11, Poultry, E.C., writes
to us with regard to the above letter : " The amount of the assess-
ment in respect of the fee as medical officer to the Post Office is quite
correct, as income of this nature is assessable under Schedule E on
the income of the year An allowance should, however, be made for
drugs, dressings, &c., if Philippides’ has to provide these out of his
fee and should be applied for before payment of the duty."-ED. L.

THE N.B. POISON GUARD.

Mr. Haydn Brown, L.R.C.P. & S. Edin., L.F.P.S. Glasg., has sent us a
sample and description of a poison guard which consists of a star-shaped
collar of metal having stamped upon it the word poison loosely fitted
to the neck of the bottle. The advantages claimed for it are : " If you
do not see it shine in the dusk you will hear it ring or feel it rattle
on touching the bottle. On proceeding to cork the bottle you will be
sure to touch the guard. On pulling out the cork you will rattle

the guard. If you attempt to pour out of the bottle you will jingle
the guard upon the edge of the cup or spoon. If you try to drink
from the bottle you will feel the guard." With the exception that
the collar hangs loosely on the neck of the bottle there is little
difference between this invention and one that we believe is
still used by a well-known firm of manufacturing chemists, makers
of carbolic acid, while the ringing of a bell and inconvenience to
the sense of touch are features of other poison bottles. So
many unfortunate accidents occur in the handling of poisons by
the public that we welcome any device which may tend to pre-
vent such accidents, but unfortunately no practical means to
attain this desirable end have yet been devised except at some

pecuniary cost, an objection which is considered by some people to
be of more importance than life. In addition to apathy culpable
carelessness is another reason for the non-success of the pre-
ventive " poison bottle. Mr. Brown points out in his interesting
communication that poison bottles of an unusual form cannot be
relied upon because bottles of grotesque shape are used for holding
such things as mouth-washes, sauces, spirits, and so on. With this
we agree to some extent, but in our opinion the bottle of distinctive
shape, which in itself possesses the means of directing attention to
its contents, will alone prevent poisoning accidents which are due to
apathy and carelessness. Any attachment to a bottle which gives
trouble and is easily removed will be removed by many persons at the
first opportunity.

IS BARLEY WATER A SUITABLE FOOD FOR INFANTS?

To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,&mdash;The letter of " Curia" in THE LANCET of Feb. 24th, p. 565,

is interesting and I strongly emphasise the fact that it is indeed
an inconsistency on the part of our profession to decry the em-
ployment of any diet containing the least taint of starch for young
infants, while at the same time advising and administering cow’s milk
diluted with barley water for this purpose. It would appear that the
teachers of pediatrics in this country are at variance with the avowed
opinions of the professors abroad-viz., on the continent of Europe
and in America, where eminent authorities agree that provision is made
for the digestion of cereals in small quantities at an early period of
infant life. For example, Schaffer has found ptyalin in the saliva of the
newly born and the researches of Moro, Kerounin, Ballantyne, and other
recent investigators emphatically demonstrate the existence of this
ferment in the youngest infant. Professor Jacobi, with his wide and
long experience, is strongly in favour of the administration of starchy
fluids to the youngest infants and the universal custom of general
practitioners throughout the civilised world of prescribing barley water
and milk with markedly beneficial results goes to prove that a little

starch (in the form of barley water) is not in any sense injurious but
really always helpful in the digestion of the casein of cow’s milk.
i The casein of cow’s milk is never really altered by mere dilution
with water alone; it coagulates into large indigestible masses, while
human casein is characterised by the formation of soft and light flocculi
much more easily acted on by the gastric juice. Therefore the practical
clinical fact remains that milk diluted with barley water is a suitable
substitute for breast milk but that cow’s milk alone is unsuitable for

young infants, but in order to adapt it for such purpose its character
must be altered by physical or chemical means. The trend of modern

investigation is manifestly in the right track and goes to show that our
forefathers who rearei up strong men and women on a bread-and-milk
infant dietary were not entirely lacking in wisdom.

It would, however, be instructive to gather the opinions of the large
body of general practitioners in this country on this important point,
for the simple fact that so many really first-rate men hold such diver-
gent views indicates clearly enough how difficult is the problem of
infant feeding of the day. I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
March 5th, 1906. M. R. C. S., L. R. C. P.

A HYGIENIC SPITTOON.

WE have received from Messrs. Branth and Co., 95, Leadeiihall-street
London, an apparatus called " Colberg’s Sanitary Anti-Contagious
Spittoon." It is made of cardboard an,l is stated to be lined with
an absorbent disinfecting material. These spittoons are supplied
either open or with a perforated cardboard cover and it is intended
that after they have been in use for a certain time they should be
burnt together with their contents. The price of the spittoon with
the perforated cover is 2d. and without ld., so that the price need
not be considered in connexion with the destruction of the spittoon.
A nickel-plated cover is also provided which, to use the words of
the circular, "at once brings the spittoon into keeping with the
most dainty furniture." While we have our doubts about this the
spittoon is certainly useful.

MODIFICATIONS OF CELLULOID.

As cases of personal injury due to the ignition of combs and other
articles made of celluloid are occasionally mentioned in our columns,
any method of reducing the inflammability of this useful substance
will be of interest. Celluloid, as is well known, is an intimate
mechanical mixture of about two parts pyroxylin (nitro-cellulose) and
one part camphor. The cellulose, which may be in the form of
paper, cotton, or linen, after being treated with a mixture of nitric
and sulphuric acids is well washed and then incorporated with the
camphor either directly by strong pressure in a hot press or by
dissolving the camphor in the least possible quantity of alcohol and
sprinkling the solution over a layer of pyroxylin. Several such
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layers are afterwards worked between rollers and strongly pressed
for more than 24 hours. In a long article on the production of
celluloid and similar substances the Scientific American of Feb. 17th
gives some particulars of various French, German, and Italian
modifications of the original constituents by the addition of resins,
formol-albumin, casein, or glue. It is said that celluloid consisting
of a mixture of camphorated nitro-cellulose with gum arabic and
fish-glue is non-inflammable and may be used for the preparation of
the films employed in photographic cameras and kinematographs.
It is also said that a non-inflammable substitute for celluloid suitable
for some purposes may be made with aceto- cellulose.

STROPHANTHUS.

Messrs. Oppenheimer, Son, and Co., Limited, of Queen Victoria-
street, London, E.C., announce that they have been favoured by the
African Lakes Corporation, Limited, with the exclusive handling of
the Strophanthus Kombe seeds shipped by them from Africa. The

seeds, it is said, are collected under the direction of botanists, so that
there shall be no doubt of their identity. This is a step of consider-
able importance, as it appears that the collection of the seeds has
been indiscriminately done, with the result that mixed seeds have
reached the market. Strophanthus is a very powerful drug and it
is very desirable that the raw material should be a genuine and, so
far as possible, a standard article.

THE SERUM TREATMENT OF GRAVES’S DISEASE.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;Can any of your readers inform me where I can find accounts
of the serum treatment of Graves’s disease ? also where to obtain the
serum ? I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
March 13th, 1906. F. G. W.

** Our correspondent is referred to a lecture in THE LA.NCET of
Nov. llth, 1905, by Dr. G. R. Murray. In THE LANCET of Feb. 10th
of this year, at p. 378, will he found also a summary of a paper on the
subject read before the Therapeutical Society by Dr. G. Newton
Pitt.-ED. L.

MUCOUS COLITIS AND THE BACILLUS ACIDI LACTICI.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;Can any of your readers kindly inform me where I can obtain
any information in books, or British or foreign medical journals, re the
treatment of mucous colitis, intestinal putrefaction, &e., by means of
lactic acid bacilli administered by the mouth, as advocated by
Metchnikoff ? Thanking you in anticipation,

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
SYDNEY WHITAKER.

Crosby-road North, Waterloo, Liverpool, March 10th, 1906.

DONT’S: FOR MOTHERS AND NURSES.

UNDER the above heading we have received a set of six picture
postcards published by Messrs. Reynolds and Branson of Leeds.

They illustrate in a humorous way methods of treatment of infants
which should most certainly be avoided with reference to perambu-
lators, feeding, carelessness in bathing, and the-like. They are sold
in sets of six at the price of 6d., and they might usefully be
distributed by district visitors and others.

THE ADMINISTRATION OF ANAESTHETICS FOR UNQUALIFIED
DENTISTS.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-Referring to your answer to "D.P.H." re the giving of
anaesthetics by medical men for unqualified dentists in your issue
of March 3rd, I should like to draw his attention to the following
extract from a circular issued by the Medical Council : "Any
registered medical practitioner who knowingly and wilfully assists a
person who is not registered as a dentist, in performing any operation
in dental surgery, either by administering anaesthetics or otherwise, will
be liable on proof of the facts to be dealt with by the General Medical
Council as having been guilty of infamous conduct in a professional
respect." I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
Taunton, March 14th, 1906. ALFRED KENDRICK.

ADIPOSIS DOLOROSA (DERCUM’S DISEASE).
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;I want references to the literature of the above subject. Can

any of your readers kindly help me to attain my object? Thanking
you and them in advance, I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
March 13th, 1906. 1. S. M.

L. E.&mdash;1. A qualified dentist should not be the servant to a company
such as our correspondent describes and the General Medica:
Council would probably take a very serious view of his conduct ij
information were laid before it. 2. This is a disputed point but
wherever this can be done removal from the official register leads tc
removal from the roll of diplomates. In the latter case, of course,
the now unqualified practitioner cannot use a diploma which he has
lost. 3. We do not approve of such private institutions bein
called "hospitals" or "dispensaries," but we doubt whether the
General Medical Council would consider the action of the practi
tioner "an infamous one in a professional respect 

"

Ariel.&mdash;We do not know of any case in which tetanus antitoxin has beer
accused of causing the disease. The desiccated serum is, we believe
dried in vacuo without heat, so that it is not sterilised and there

fore it might contain living bacilli if it came from a horse sufferin
from tetanus. But as the antitoxin has almost certainly some.
prophylactic effect, it would be unlikely that tetanus would develop.
unless the dose of bacilli were very large. The antitoxin is, o
course, prepared by injecting filtered cultures, not bacilli, so there
is no reason for any special risk.

F. H.&mdash;We sympathise, but because some people have done wrong in
one district we must not condone similar wrong-doing by other
people in another district. We could not publish our correspondeDt’s.
former letter as such statements should be over the signature of their
author.

Perplexed.&mdash;We think that our correspondent did right to withdraw his.
name. The method of securing publicity is not a proper one and
it is regrettable that his colleagues have not pursued the same course.

Pecunia.&mdash;We regret to say that our correspondent received the legal
fee.

COMMUNICATIONS not noticed in our present issue will receive attention
in our next.

Medical Diary for the ensuing Week.
OPERATIONS.

METROPOLITAN HOSPITALS.
MONDAY (19th).&mdash;London (2 P.M.), St. Bartholomew’s (1.30 P.M.), St.

Thomas’s (3.30 P.M.), St. George’s (2 P.M.), St. Mary’s (2.30 P.M.),
Middlesex (1.30 P.M.), Westminster (2 P.M.), Chelsea (2 P.M.),
Samaritan (Gynaecological, by Physicians, 2 P.M.), Soho-square
(2 P.M.), City Orthopaedic (4 P.M.), Gt. Northern Central (2.30 P.M.),
West London (2.30 P.M.), London Throat (9.30 A.1I1,), Royal Free
(2 P.M.), Guy’s (1.30 P.M.), Royal Ear (2 P.M.), Children, Gt. Ormond-
street (3 P.M.).

TUESDAY (20th).&mdash;London (2 P.M.), St. Bartholomew’s (1.30 P.M.), St.
Thomas’s (3.30 P.-,vi.), Guy’s (1.30 P.M.), Middlesex (1.30 P.M.), West-
minster (2 P.M.), West London (2.30 P.M.), University College
(2 P.M.), St. George’s (1 P,M,), St. Mary’s (1 P.m.), St. Mark’s
(2.30 P.M.), Cancer (2 P.M.), Metropolitan (2.30 P.M.). London Throat
(9.30 A.M.), Samaritan (9.30 A.M. and 2.30 P.M.), Throat, Golden-
square (9.30 A.M.). Soho-square (2 P.M.), Chelsea (2 P.M.), Central
London Throat and Ear (2 P.M.), Children, Gt. Ormond-street

(2 P.rr., Ophthalmic, 2.15 P.M.).
WEDNESDAY (21st).-St. Bartholomew’s (1.30 P.M.), University College

(2 P.M.), Royal Free (2 P.M.), Middlesex (1.30 P.M.), Charing Cross
(3 P.M.), St. Thomas’s (2 P.M.), London (2 P.M.), King’s College
(2 P.M.), St. George’s (Ophthalmic, 1 P.M.), St. Mary’s (2 P.M.),
National Orthop&aelig;dic (10 A.M.), St. Peter’s (2 P.M.), Samaritan
9.30 A.M. and 2.30 P.M.), Gt. Northern Central (2.30 P.M.), West-
minster (2 P.M.), Metropolitan (2.30 P.M.), London Throat (9.30 A.M.),
Cancer (2 P.M.), Throat, Golden-square (9.30 A.M.), Guy’s (1.30 P.M.),
Royal Ear (2 P.M.), Royal Orthopsedio (3 P.M.), Children, Gt.
Ormond-street (9.30 a.M., Dental, 2 P.M.).

THURSDAY (22nd).-St. Bartholomew’s (1.30 P.M.), St. Thomas’s
(3.30 P.M.), University College (2 P.M.), Charing Cross (3 P.M.), St.
George’s (1 P.M.), London (2 P.M.), King’s College (2 P.M.), Middlesex
(1.30 P.M.), St. Mary’s (2.30 P.M.), Soho-square (2 P.M.), North-West
London (2 P.M.), Gt. Northern Central (Gynaecological, 2.30 P.M.),
Metropolitan (2.30 P.M.), London Throat (9.30 A.M.), Samaritan
(9.30 A.M. and 2.30 P.M.), Throat, Golden-square (9.30 A.M.), Guy’s
(1.30 P,M.), Royal Orthopaedic (9 A.M.), Royal Ear (2 P.::Ii,), Children,
Gt. Ormond-street (2.30 P.M.).

FRIDAY (23rd).-London (2 P.M.), St. Bartholomew’e (1.30 P.M.), St.
Thomas’s (3.30 P.M.), Guy’s (1.30 P.M.), Middlesex (1.30 P.M.), Charing
Cross (3 P&Uacute;M.), St. George’s (1 P.M.), Kinar’s College (2 P..)1.), St. Mary’s
(2 P.M.), Ophthalmic (10 A.M.), Cancer (2 P.M.), Chelsea (2 P.M.), Gt.
Northern Central (2.30 P.M.), West London (2.30 P.M.), London
Throat (9.30 A.M.), Samaritan (9.30 A.M. and 2.30 P.M.), Throat,
Golden-square (9.30 A.M.), City Orthopaedic (2.30 P.M.), Soho-square
(2 P.M.) Central London Throat and Ear (2 P.M.), Children, Gt.
Ormond-street, (9 A.M., Aural, 2 P.M.), St. Mark’s (2.30 P.M.).

SATURDAY (24th).&mdash;Royal Free (9 A.M.), London (2 P,.)1.), Middlesex
(1.30 P.M.), St. Thomas’s (2 P.M.), University College (9.15 A.M.),
Charing Cross (2 P.M.), St. George’s (1 P.M.), St. Mary’s (10 P.M.),
Throat, Golden-aquare (9.30 A.M.), Guy’s (1.30 P.M.), Children, Gt.
Ormond-street (9.30 A.M.).

At the Royal Eye Hospital (2 P.M.), the Royal London Ophthalmic
(10 A.M.), the Royal Westminster Ophthalmic (1.30 P.M.), and the
Central London Ophthalmic Hospitals operations are performed daily.

SOCIETIES.
MONDAY (19th).-SOCIETY OF ARTS (John-street, Adelphi, W.C.) -

8 P.M. Cantor Lecture :-Prof. V. B. Lewes : Fire, Fire Risks, and
Fire Extinction. (Lecture II ) )

TUESDAY (20th).&mdash;PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON (Royal Army
Medical Uo.lege, Examination Hall, Victoria Embankment. W C.).-
5 P.M. Papers :-Lieut.-Col. C. Birt, R.A.M.C.: Dysentery in South
Africa.-Captain W. S- Harrison, R.A.M.C. : On the Phagocytosis

’ 
of Bacillus Typhosus.&mdash;Lieut.-Col. W. B. Leithman, R.A.M.C.:

l (1) A Simplified Method of Enumerating Leucocytes; (2) Demon-
t stration of the Undulating Membra) e of Spirochetae.
; CHELSEA CLINICAL SOCIETY (Chelsea Dispensary, Manor-street Ki
) road, S.W.).-8.30 P.M. Annual Clinical Debate: Serum TheraPY.

Dr. F. F Caiger, Dr. B. Abrahams, and Dr. A. Macfadyen will take
’ part in the discussion.’ WEDNESDAY (21st).&mdash;ROYAL MICROSCOPICAL SOCIETY (20, Hanover-

square, W.).-8 P.M. Papers:- Mr. C. F. Rousselet: A Contribu-
tion to our Knowledge of the Rotitera of South Africa.&mdash;Mr. E. M.

- Nelson: On the Resolving Limits for the Telescope and the Micro-
scope.
THURSDAY (22nd).&mdash;CHILDHOOD SOCIETY AND THE BRITISH CHILD-

STUDY ASSO CIATION (Parkes Museum, Margaret-street, W ).-8 P.M.
, Lecture :-Mr. J. C. Medd : Proportion in Education. (Arranged by
- the British Child-Study Association.)


